ST. MARK’S LUTHERAN CHURCH

6 South Second Street
Oakland, Maryland 21550
301-334-2668
connect@stmarksoakland.com
stmarksoakland.com

Sunday Worship Service is at 10:00 a.m.
Our Daily Ministers are The People of St. Mark’s
Rev. Carrie Hoff, Pastor
WELCOME

We extend a sincere welcome to all who join us for worship.


mailto:stmarksoakland@verizon.net
http://stmarksoakland.com/

November 9, 2025
22" Sunday After Pentecost
Order of Worship
ANNOUNCEMENTS

PRELUDE “Autumn ” “ The Seasons ” by Joseph Hayden
** CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

 All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism.

Blessed be the holy Trinity, "+ one God, who forgives all our sin, whose mercy endures forever.

Amen.

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.
Silence is kept for reflection.

Faithful God,

you have shown us the ways of your heart,

yet we stray from your paths.

We are stuck in sinful systems of oppression

and do not embrace the freedom

of your faithful promises.

We ignore our neighbors.

We exploit the earth.

We reject your abundance,

trusting our impulses instead of your steadfast love.

Repair our relationships,

restore what we have broken,

renew our hearts,

and bring us to new life.

Amen.

Hear the good news:

God the Faithful One loves you,

++ in Christ Jesus your sins are forgiven,

and by the power of the Holy Spirit you are set free.
Amen.

** SHARING OF THE PEACE

The peace of the Lord be with you always.

And also with you.

** PROCESSIONAL HYMN No. 774
“ What a Fellowship, What a Joy Divine ”

** GREETING

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be

with you all.

And also with you.
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In peace, let us pray to the Lord. Lord, have mer - ¢y
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For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.
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For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the church of God,
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and for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord.
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For this holy house, and for all who offer here their worship and praise,
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let us pray to the Lord Lord, have mer - cy.
0
7
'\\._J(DV e = 77 q—‘—av- o6

Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gra - cious Lord. A - men.



** CANTICLE OF PRAISE
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Glory to God in the highest, and peace to God’s peo - ple on earth.
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Lord God, heav-en-ly King, al-might-y God and Fa - ther,
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we wor-ship you, we give you thanks, we praise you for your glo -ry.
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Lord Je-sus Christ, on-ly Son of the Fa-ther,

Lord God, Lamb of God,
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you take a-way the sin  of the world: have mer-cy on us;
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you are seat-ed at the right hand of the Fa - ther:

Te - ceive our  prayer.

For you a - lone are the Ho-ly One,

you a-lone are the Lord,
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you a - lone are the Most High, Je-sus Christ, with the Ho-ly Spir - it,
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in the glo - ry of God the Fa - ther A - men

3



** PRAYER OF THE DAY

Let us pray. Merciful God, gracious and benevolent, in Christ you seek us out and draw us
into your mercy. Call us again to follow with willing hearts, that we may grow in grace and
live as signs of your love for the world, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

FIRST READING: Habakkuk 1:1-4, 2:1-4

! The oracle that the prophet Habakkuk saw. * O LORD, how long shall I cry for help, and
you will not listen? Or cry to you “Violence!” and you will not save? ° Why do you make
me see wrongdoing and look at trouble? Destruction and violence are before me; strife
and contention arise. * So the law becomes slack, and justice never prevails. The wicked
surround the righteous; therefore judgment comes forth perverted. *'I will stand at my
watchpost and station myself on the rampart; I will keep watch to see what he will say to
me and what he will answer concerning my complaint. > Then the LORD answered me and
said: Write the vision; make it plain on tablets, so that a runner may read it. ° For there is
still a vision for the appointed time; it speaks of the end and does not lie. If it seems to
tarry, wait for it; it will surely come; it will not delay. * Look at the proud! Their spirit is
not right in them, but the righteous live by their faithfulness.

PSALM: Psalm 32:1-7
We will read the Psalm responsively, starting with the refrain and repeat where indicated.

Refrain: All the faithful will make their prayers to you in time of trouble. (Ps. 32:6)
' Happy are they whose transgressions are forgiven,
and whose sin is put away!
“ Happy are they to whom the LORD imputes no guilt,
and in whose spirit there is no guile!
 While I held my tongue, my bones withered away,
because of my groaning all day long.
*For your hand was heavy upon me day and night;
my moisture was dried up as in the heat of summer. R
? Then I acknowledged my sin to you, and did not conceal my guilt.
I said, “I will confess my transgressions to the LORD.” Then you forgave me the
guilt of my sin.
®Therefore all the faithful will make their prayers to you in time of trouble;
when the great waters overflow, they shall not reach them.
’You are my hiding-place; you preserve me from trouble;
you surround me with shouts of deliverance. R



SECOND READING: 2 Thessalonians 1:1-4; 11-12

' Paul, Silvanus, and Timothy, To the church of the Thessalonians in God our Father and
the Lord Jesus Christ: * Grace to you and peace from God the Father and the Lord Jesus
Christ. * We must always give thanks to God for you, brothers and sisters, as is right,
because your faith is growing abundantly and the love of every one of you for one
another is increasing. * Therefore we ourselves boast of you among the churches of God
for your steadfastness and faith during all your persecutions and the afflictions that you
are enduring. '' To this end we always pray for you, asking that our God will make you
worthy of his call and will fulfill by his power every good resolve and work of faith, '* so
that the name of our Lord Jesus may be glorified in you and you in him, according to the
grace of our God and the Lord Jesus Christ.

** GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
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** GOSPEL: Luke 19:1-10

The Holy Gospel according to Luke.
Glory to you, O Lord.
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' [Jesus] entered Jericho and was passing through it.” A man was there named Zacchaeus; he was
a chief tax collector and was rich. * He was trying to see who Jesus was, but on account of the
crowd he could not, because he was short in stature. * So he ran ahead and climbed a sycamore
tree to see him, because he was going to pass that way. > When Jesus came to the place, he looked
up and said to him, “Zacchaeus, hurry and come down, for I must stay at your house today.” ° So
he hurried down and was happy to welcome him. ” All who saw it began to grumble and said, “He
has gone to be the guest of one who is a sinner.” * Zacchaeus stood there and said to the Lord,
“Look, half of my possessions, Lord, I will give to the poor, and if I have defrauded anyone of
anything, I will pay back four times as much.” ” Then Jesus said to him, “Today salvation has
come to this house, because he, too, is a son of Abraham. '’ For the Son of Man came to seek out
and to save the lost.”

The Gospel of the Lord.

Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON Pastor Carrie Hoff
** HYMN OF THE DAY No.722

“ O Christ, Your Heart, Compassionate ”
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**  BLESSING AND DEDICATION OF PRAYER SHAWLS AND BLANKETS

L: Today we bless these shawls, blankets, and hats — tangible signs of love and compassion.
These gifts are just a portion of what has been lovingly created and gathered by the Prayer Shawl
Ministry at St. Mark's over these past months.

We honor the hands that made them and the hearts that prayed over them.

And we ask God to continue inspiring this ministry of warmth, comfort, and peace.

C: Loving God, bless those who create these gifts and those who will receive them.

L: Almighty God, you desire to bring comfort to the weary and peace to the troubled.

Bless these blankets, shawls, and hats.

Where there is loneliness, let them bring companionship.

Where there is illness, let them bring healing comfort.

Where there is grief, let them bring peace.

Where there is uncertainty or fear, let them bring assurance of your presence.

May all who receive these gifts feel surrounded by love, held in prayer and strengthened by your Spirit.

C: May these gifts be signs of hope, reminders of your presence, and expressions of your grace.
Amen.

**  APOSTLES CREED
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.*
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION (Please be seated)

Gathered with one voice, we offer our prayers for the church, the world, and all who are in need.
A brief silence.



God our Redeemer, bless your church universal and its leaders. Set all hearts on you from
generation to generation in anticipation of Christ’s return. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
God of life, we give thanks for the fruits and grains of harvest, for rivers and streams, for all that
is made of rock and iron. Renew the earth’s natural resources and the lands from which they
come. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
God of justice, we give thanks for the service of our veterans and pray for those needing support
for wounds of any kind. Strengthen those charged with the governance and protection of
vulnerable populations. Bring an end to war throughout the world. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
God who leads us to belief and truth, we give thanks that you are always and already here.
Nurture and support those who are unsteady in mind, unsafe in spirit, or unwell in body
(especially). Comfort those who suffer from trauma and exposure to traumatic events. Hear us, O
God.
Your mercy is great.
God who gathers us together, we give thanks for our pastors and deacons, teachers and musicians,
administrators, and building caretakers. May they find joy in leadership as we grow in faith
together. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.

Here other intercessions may be offered.
God of the saints, we give thanks for all who have died in faith. Uplift us as we honor their
memory and await your coming in glory. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
We offer these and all our prayers to you, O God, trusting in your grace and unyielding love;
through Jesus Christ, our Lord.
Amen.

OFFERING
CHOIR ANTHEM “ Lord I Stretch My Hands to You”

** OFFERTORY HYMN No. 814
“ Take, Oh, Take Me As I Am ”

** OFFERING PRAYER

Let us pray. Blessed are you, O God, maker of all things. Through your goodness you have
blessed us with these gifts: our selves, our time, and our possessions. Use us, and what we have
gathered, in feeding the world with your love, through the one who gave himself for us, Jesus
Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.



** LORD’S PRAYER
Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray.

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

**  BLESSING
The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy. The Lord

look upon you with favor and = give you peace. Amen.

** RECESSIONAL HYMN No. 631
“ Love Divine, All Loves Excelling ”

** DISMISSAL

Go in peace. Share the harvest.
Thanks be to God. We WILL!

POSTLUDE “Song of Triumph ” by Reginald W. Martin



St. Mark’s Mission Statement
“United in Christ, Sharing his Good News,
we invite all people to grow in God’s love.”

Church Calendar November 9, 2025 — November 16, 2025

Today - Worship Service at 10:00 a.m.
- Healing Service after worship

Tuesday - Yogaat4:30 p.m.
Wednesday - Bells Choir at 6:30 p.m.
- Chancel Choir at 7:30 p.m
Next Sunday -  Adult Forum at 8:30 a.m.
Worship Service at 10:00 a.m.
Congregational Meeting after worship
Serving Today
Acolyte: Taylor Kitzmiller-Bosley
Lector: Peggy Jamison
Organist: Sean Beachy
Co-Directors of Music: Sean & Debi Beachy
Recorder: Stephanie Berger
Safe Keeper: Jana Brown
Ushers: Terry Savage, Capt.

Carol Savage, Paul LeDuc, Donna Swift

Pastor Carrie can be reached by email at pastorcarrie@stmarksoakland.com or
phone 443-974-1738 for any pastoral needs or concerns.

®
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Altar Flowers

Today’s altar flowers are given by Peggy and Gayle
in memory of Bob Jamison and in honor of J.R. Jamison.


mailto:pastorcarrie@stmarksoakland.com

Prayer Requests

[llness: J eremy Lewis, Anita Scheffel, Cheri Scheffel, Emelee DeWitt, Helen Ferrell,
Valerie Minor, Philip, Lia Marie, Shirley, Margaret, Chip Lee, Doug Haller, Gary Price,
Chuck & Valerie, Sam Howell, Mark, Michael Swift, Joe Cook, Jim, Leslie, Diane,
Linda, Lois Tyson, Valerie, Marjorie Yellets, Erin Joy Kelly, Paul, Sam, Debbie, Fred,
CJ & Charlene, Juanita Hudges, Hop Cassidy, Judy Cassiday, Lori McCain Taylor,
Donna Lohman, Belva, Viola, Josh, Bernice, Forrest, Brian Sites, Wyatt, Jeff Moyer,
Sarah Dahlen, Ron Junkins, Rayetta, Patty, Gretchen, Dawn Lewis, Lisa Davis, Roger
Sisler, Margorie, Bennie, Theresa.

Special Needs: Chase, Terry, Sharron, Elaine, Cayce, Bill, Tom, Sharon, Wes,

Griftith, Sylvia, Bridget, Jay, John, Aaron, Izzy, Steve Sines, Pete Savage, Ben, Erina,
Abraham Worrell, Michael, Gage.

Upcoming Events

Today Blessing of the Blankets
Healing Service after worship

Sunday, November 16 Congregational Council Meeting

Sunday, November 23 Christ the King Sunday

Bishop Riegel leading worship
Coffee Hour

Sunday, November 30 June Scheffel’s Baptism
Coftee Hour
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Announcements

Healing Service
After worship, we will share in a Service of Healing. This is a time set aside to bring our
whole selves—body, mind, and spirit—before God. Through prayer, scripture, laying on of
hands, and anointing with oil, we gather to seek God’s comfort, strength, and peace. This
service is not only for those experiencing illness or physical pain. It is for anyone carrying
worry, grief, stress, fatigue, or hopes for renewed wholeness in any part of life. You are
invited to receive anointing for yourself, for someone you love, or as a prayer for healing in
our community and world.
All are welcome. Come as you are, trusting in God’s promise to meet us in our need and
surround us with healing grace.

Congregational Meeting
A Congregational meeting will be conducted after Worship Service on Sunday November
16. There are three (3) topics that require approval by the Congregation.
1. Analysis and approval of the 2026 St. Mark’s Lutheran Church Unified
Budget. Council Treasurer Jim Murray will present a comprehensive
summary.
2. Approval of an appropriation of funds for the purchase of a
new Sanctuary grand piano. Council Treasurer Jim Murray will present an
explanation of this recommended acquisition.
3. Congregation approval of reappointment for Council members whose term
office will expire December 31, 2025.
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GOD'S STORY hif
SIUFF OUR STORYW

November 9, 2025, 22" Sunday after Pentecost
Luke 20:27-38

Use this resource at home to guide your household’s daily devotions.

Pray: Light a candle and open your devotion time with
a prayer.
Liberating God, free us from our stubborn need to try to fit the
unknowable mystery of who you are into our own limited
understanding. Make us quick to admit that we don’t know what we
don’t know, and to accept that we don’t need to make sense of
everything all the time. In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen.

S| Read: Read the key verse from Sunday’s reading.
HJesus said to them, “Those who belong to this age marry and are given
in marriage; *’but those who are considered worthy of a place in that age

and in the resurrection from the dead neither marry nor are given in
marriage. (Luke 20:34-35)

Reflect: Reflect on the scripture summary.

Some Sadducees sought to entrap Jesus. They tried to prove him
wrong about resurrection by using laws of this life. Jesus showed them
that the laws of this life do not apply in the resurrection where there is
no death, only life.
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Connect: Connect in conversation with others in your
® household.

e  What was a high point of your day? What was a low point?

e How do you imagine that life in the resurrection will be different
than the life we know here now? What rules do we have that simply
won’t have any reason to apply then?

e For the littles: Draw a picture of what you think heaven will be like.

Bless: Close your devotion with a blessing.

May God fill you with the hope of eternal life. Amen.

Do: By acting on what we learn, we make God’s word
come alive. Do the following activity this week.

Have some fun researching wedding customs from different cultures.
Are there certain traditions your own culture follows that you
particularly like?

Go Deeper: Read and reflect on the readings for each

day of the week.
Sunday, Psalm 145:1-5, 17-21, Haggai 2:1-9, 2 Thessalonians 2:1-5, 13-17,

Luke 20:27-38
Monday, Psalm 98; Haggai 2:10-19; 2 Peter 1:16-21;
Tuesday, Psalm 98; Haggai 2:20-23; 2 John 1:1-13;
Wednesday, Psalm 98; Zechariah 8:1-17; John 5:19-29;
Thursday, Isaiah 12; Isaiah 57:14-21; Romans 1:18-25;
Friday, Isaiah 12; Isaiah 59:1-15a; 2 Thessalonians 1:3-12;
Saturday, Isaiah 12; Isaiah 59:15b-21; Luke 17:20-37
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