ST. MARK’S LUTHERAN CHURCH

6 South Second Street
Oakland, Maryland 21550
301-334-2668
connect@stmarksoakland.com
stmarksoakland.com

Sunday Worship Service is at 10:00 a.m.
Our Daily Ministers are The People of St. Mark’s
Rev. Carrie Hoff, Pastor
WELCOME

We extend a sincere welcome to all who join us for worship.


mailto:stmarksoakland@verizon.net
http://stmarksoakland.com/

July 26, 2026
9th Sunday After Pentecost
Order of Worship
ANNOUNCEMENTS

PRELUDE “ This Is My Song ” by Lani Smith
** CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

 All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism.
Blessed be the holy Trinity,+ one God, whose compassion endures forever.
Amen.

Let us confess our sin to God.
Compassionate God,

we confess to you all our sins. QOur burden is heavy, and we cannot free ourselves. In your
mercy, call us back to you. Your yoke is easy and your burden is light. Restore us to dwell
in your peace. In Christ’s name we pray, Amen.

Jesus says, “Come to me,

all you who are weary

and are carrying heavy burdens,
and I will give you rest.”

In the name of God,

Father, -+ Son, and Holy Spirit,
your sins are forgiven.

Rest in God’s love.

Amen.

** SHARING OF THE PEACE

The peace of Christ be with you always.

And also with you.

** PROCESSIONAL HYMN No. 705
“ God of Grace and God of Glory ”

** GREETING

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,

and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.

And also with you.
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** PRAYER OF THE DAY

Let us pray. Beloved and sovereign God, through the death and resurrection of your Son you bring
us into your kingdom of justice and mercy. By your Spirit, give us your wisdom, that we may
treasure the life that comes from Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

FIRST READING: 1 Kings 3:5-12
° At Gibeon the LORD appeared to Solomon in a dream by night, and God said, “Ask what I
should give you.” ® And Solomon said, “You have shown great and steadfast love to your servant
my father David because he walked before you in faithfulness, in righteousness, and in
uprightness of heart toward you, and you have kept for him this great and steadfast love and have
given him a son to sit on his throne today. * And now, O LORD my God, you have made your
servant king in place of my father David, although I am only a little child; I do not know how to
go out or come in. * And your servant is in the midst of the people whom you have chosen, a great
people so numerous they cannot be numbered or counted. ’ Give your servant, therefore, an
understanding mind to govern your people, able to discern between good and evil, for who can
govern this great people of yours?” '’ It pleased the Lord that Solomon had asked this. '' God said
to him, “Because you have asked this and have not asked for yourself long life or riches or for the
life of your enemies but have asked for yourself understanding to discern what is right, '* I now
do according to your word. Indeed, I give you a wise and discerning mind; no one like you has
been before you, and no one like you shall arise after you.”

PSALM: Psalm 119:129-136
We will read the Psalm responsively, starting with the refrain and repeat where indicated.

Refrain: When your word is opened, it gives light and understanding. (Ps. /1/9:130)
129Your decrees are wonderful;
therefore I obey them with all my heart.
“UWhen your word is opened it gives light;
it gives understanding to the simple.
“'T open my mouth and pant
because I long for your commandments.
*>Turn to me and be gracious to me,
as you always do to those who love your name. R
** Order my footsteps in your word,;
let no iniquity have dominion over me.
“*Rescue me from those who oppress me,
and I will keep your commandments.
* Let your face shine upon your servant
and teach me your statutes.
‘“My eyes shed streams of tears,
because people do not keep your teaching. R
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SECOND READING: Romans 8:26-39
“*The Spirit helps us in our weakness, for we do not know how to pray as we ought, but that very
Spirit intercedes with groanings too deep for words. >’ And God, who searches hearts, knows
what is the mind of the Spirit, because the Spirit intercedes for the saints according to the will of
God. ** We know that all things work together for good for those who love God, who are called
according to his purpose. >’ For those whom he foreknew he also predestined to be conformed to
the image of his Son, in order that he might be the firstborn within a large family. °’ And those
whom he predestined he also called, and those whom he called he also justified, and those whom
he justified he also glorified. *' What then are we to say about these things? If God is for us, who
is against us? ** He who did not withhold his own Son but gave him up for all of us, how will he
not with him also give us everything else? ** Who will bring any charge against God’s elect? It is
God who justifies. ** Who is to condemn? It is Christ who died, or rather, who was raised, who is
also at the right hand of God, who also intercedes for us. *> Who will separate us from the love of
Christ? Will affliction or distress or persecution or famine or nakedness or peril or sword? *° As it
is written, “For your sake we are being killed all day long; we are accounted as sheep to be
slaughtered.” " No, in all these things we are more than victorious through him who loved us.
*For I am convinced that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor rulers, nor things present, nor
things to come, nor powers, °” nor height, nor depth, nor anything else in all creation will be able
to separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord.

** GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
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**  GOSPEL: Matthew 13:31-33, 44-52

‘I [Jesus] put before [the crowds] another parable: “The kingdom of heaven is like a mustard seed
that someone took and sowed in his field;*” it is the smallest of all the seeds, but when it has
grown it is the greatest of shrubs and becomes a tree, so that the birds of the air come and make
nests in its branches.” ** He told them another parable: “The kingdom of heaven is like yeast that
a woman took and mixed in with three measures of flour until all of it was leavened.”
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*“The kingdom of heaven is like treasure hidden in a field, which a man found and reburied;
then in his joy he goes and sells all that he has and buys that field. ** “Again, the kingdom of
heaven is like a merchant in search of fine pearls; *° on finding one pearl of great value, he went
and sold all that he had and bought it. ¥’ “Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a net that was
thrown into the sea and caught fish of every kind; ** when it was full, they drew it ashore, sat
down, and put the good into baskets but threw out the bad. *’ So it will be at the end of the age.
The angels will come out and separate the evil from the righteous °’ and throw them into the
furnace of fire, where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth. °' “Have you understood all
this?” They answered, “Yes.” > And he said to them, “Therefore every scribe who has become a
disciple in the kingdom of heaven is like the master of a household who brings out of his treasure
what is new and what is old.”

The Gospel of the Lord.

Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON Pastor Carrie Hoff
** HYMN OF THE DAY No. 793

“ Be Thou My Vision ”

**  APOSTLES CREED
I believe in God, the Father almighty,

creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,

born of the virgin Mary,

suffered under Pontius Pilate,

was crucified, died, and was buried;

he descended to the dead.*

On the third day he rose again;

he ascended into heaven,

he is seated at the right hand of the Father,

and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,

the holy catholic church,

the communion of saints,

the forgiveness of sins,

the resurrection of the body,

and the life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION (Please be seated)
Trusting in God’s steadfast love for all God has made, let us pray for the church, the world, and

all of creation.
A brief silence.



God our wisdom and our song, we pray for bishops, candidacy committees, those preparing for
seminary, those awaiting call as deacons or pastors, and all who seek to lead your disciples in any
way. God of grace,

hear our prayer.

God our breath and our heartbeat, help us to recognize signs of your presence among us. Protect
and support diverse ecosystems, from national parks to family farms, from ranches to wild places.
God of grace,

hear our prayer.

God our peace and our guide, help civic leaders hear all their peoples’ stories with compassion
and curiosity, and remind us of your love from which we can never be separated. God of grace,
hear our prayer.

God our intercessor and our lawgiver, dismantle the barriers to care and recognition of all who
live with chronic illness, mobility struggles, pain, and uncertainty. (We pray especially for . . .)
God of grace,

hear our prayer.

God our redeemer, may we trust your love above and beyond all else that distracts, annoys,
frightens, exhausts, or divides us. God of grace,

hear our prayer.
Here other intercessions may be offered.

God who seeks, finds, and saves, for our community’s part in the ongoing gift of creation, and for
the riches of faith and hope which came before, we give you thanks. God of grace,

hear our prayer.

Grateful for your abundant provision and trusting in your goodness, we cast all our cares upon
you, through the abundant grace of Christ Jesus.

Amen.

OFFERING
SPECIAL MUSIC “ [ Believe in You ”

** OQFFERTORY HYMN No. 184
“ Let the Vineyards Be Fruitful ”

** OFFERING PRAYER

Let us pray. Loving God, we offer at your table the gifts of our hearts. Help us take heart in you and

share freely of your love, so that all creation can taste your abundance. We ask this in the name of

Jesus, through the Spirit abiding with us now and forever. Amen.

** GREAT THANKSGIVING
The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.

We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.



** PREFACE

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give thanks and
praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ; who on this day overcame
death and the grave, and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life. And so,
with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name
and join their unending hymn:
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** THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE

In the night in which he was betrayed,

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,

and gave it for all to drink, saying:

This cup is the new covenant in my blood,

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.



** LORD’S PRAYER
Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray.

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

** COMMUNION SONG
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COMMUNION

Distribution of Communion
All are welcome to receive the wine and bread at our Lord’s table. Grape Juice is in pre-poured glasses
and gluten-free wafers are available on the tables as you come forward.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION
Come to the table of new life. Receive the risen Lord.

COMMUNION HYMNS No. 496
“ One Bread, One Body ”
No. 471
“ Let Us Break Bread Together ”
** TABLE BLESSING
The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace.
Amen.



** POST COMMUNION CANTICLE
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** PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

Let us pray. Compassionate God, through the gifts of bread and wine our hearts are filled with the
abundance of your love. Strengthen us that we, through this holy meal, may share your love freely, as
you have shared with us. We ask this in the name of Jesus, through the Spirit nourishing us now and

forever. Amen.

**  BLESSING

Creator, Redeemer, Sustainer,
*+ one God,

bless, heal, and hold you

today and always.
Amen.



** RECESSIONAL HYMN
Refrain

“ Every Time I Feel The Spirit
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out of  his mouth came fire and smoke.
asked . .. .. my Lord if all was mine.
chills the bod - vy but not the soul.
** DISMISSAL
Go in peace. Serve the Lord!
Thanks be to God. We WILL!
POSTLUDE “ O Worship the King ” by Franklin Ritter
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St. Mark’s Mission Statement
“United in Christ, Sharing his Good News,
we invite all people to grow in God’s love.”

Church Calendar July 26, 2026 — August 2, 2026

Today - Worship Service at 10:00 a.m.
with Holy Communion

Tuesday - Yogaat 10:00 a.m.
Next Sunday - Worship Service at 10:00 a.m.

Serving Today
Acolyte: Taylor Kitzmiller-Bosley
Lector: Ellda Bennett
Organist: Sean Beachy
Co-Directors of Music: Sean & Debi Beachy
Special Music: The Beachy’s
Recorder: Stephanie Berger
Communion Clean-up: Dave & Jennifer Lohman
Flower Delivery: Judy Bertsch
Safe Keeper: Liz Lewis
Ushers: Paul Lewis, Capt.

Liz Lewis, Dave Hoff, Bob Dempsey, Joann Kinzy

Pastor Carrie can be reached by email at pastorcarrie@stmarksoakland.com or
phone 443-974-1738 for any pastoral needs or concerns.

N
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Altar Flowers

The Altar Flowers are given in the glory of God.
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Prayer Requests LW

Y /
Illness: Emelee DeWitt, Helen Ferrell, Valerie Minor, Viola, Josh Wilhelm, ‘fi)
Tom Bittinger, Dorothee Bittinger, Peter, Robert Hodges, Ava, Connie Leary, Emily,
Marie, Joyce Chaney, Debbie, Bill & Diana Bachtel, Norma, Joe, Kimmie, Abe, Angie,
Fred Meyer, Tom Bingham, Senta Heinrich, Mary, Eric, Jeff Gilbert, Marylynn, Michael,
Sally, George, David, Roger, Clint, C.J. Bennett, Micah Teter, John Arnold, Ray, Laura
and her unborn child, Katie LeDuc, Diane LeDuc, Jean, Bil McGahn, Sara, Debra
Lohman, Annie Wiles, Danny, Ada Viattero, Debra DeWitt, Bob DiGioia

Special Needs: Chase, Jeremy Lewis, Christine Chaney, Autumn and Jordan, Bravo,
Erina, Miss Ann Collins, Shania, Joey Welch & his family, Mr. Kittle, Eli M., Athena,
Kella & Baby, Garrett, Amy Bacha. Jimmy Meyers, Gary Thorn

Upcoming Events

Saturday, July 25 Canning Workshop — Canning Green Beans
Tuesday, August 11 Summer Book Group
Announcements

Summer Book Group
Tuesday, August 11

For our final gathering, we'll explore Chapter 4, "Amen," from Anne Lamott's Help, Thanks,
Wow: The Three Essential Prayers. In this concluding section, Lamott touches on how
“Amen” brings the three prayers to a close, symbolizing a quiet settling and acceptance of
our current circumstances. All are welcome as we gather for conversation, reflection, and
fellowship. Please bring a chair. If you want to bring a light snack / hors d'oeuvre to share,
that would be wonderful (but certainly optional).

Stuff The School Bus

Join Garrett County Public Schools and the United Way of Garrett County. Each year school
supplies are collected from various businesses throughout the community and dropped off at the
bus located in front of Walmart. We are gathering supplies in our school bus in the Narthex to take
to them on August 12. All of these supplies go to Garrett County schools to help students in need
of additional supplies. Make plans now to participate by donating or volunteering!

Supplies include: Backpacks, Colored Pencils, Composition Books, Crayons, Erasers, Glue
Sticks/Glue, Highlighters, Notebook Paper, Paper Plates, Pencils, Pens, Pencil Cases, Post-It
Notes, Reusable Water Bottles, Scissors, Thin Dry-Erase Markers, 3 Prong Folders w/Pockets, 3-
Ring Binders, 1 Subject Spiral Notebooks, 3 Subject Spiral Notebooks, Washable Markers, Zip
Lock Bags
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Welcome to St. Mark’s Lutheran Church

We are so glad you are worshiping with us this morning. Here are a few things to help you
feel comfortable in our space and more fully participate in worship. If you have questions at
any time, our ushers will be happy to help.

Restrooms

o A first-floor restroom is available. Facing the pulpit, use the door to the left, enter the
church office, and the restroom is located on the right.

e Restrooms and water fountains are also available downstairs. From the back of the
sanctuary (narthex), take the steps downstairs, turn right into Fellowship Hall,
restrooms are on the right and the water fountain is on the left.

Accessibility & Comfort

e Our bulletins contain the order of worship so you can easily follow along. You are
invited to participate in the liturgy in areas indicated in bold and hymns can be found
in the red hymnal.

o If'standing during worship is uncomfortable, please feel free to remain seated.

o Hearing assistance devices and large-print bulletins are available—please ask an
usher.

Visitors

o Ifyou are visiting, we invite you to sign the guest registry located on the stand near the
front doors or fill out a visitor envelope found in the pew rack in front of you and
place it in the offering plate.

e Ifyou or someone you know is in need of an extra prayer, please fill out a card in the
pew back in front of you, and an usher will be by during the prelude to collect it.

Children
e Children’s worship bags are available in the narthex. You are welcome to pick one up

for your child(ren).
Electronics
e Please silence or turn off cell phones and electronic devices so that all may focus on
worship.

Holy Communion
o IfHoly Communion is celebrated today, please know that all are welcome at
the Lord’s table. Those who prefer not to receive communion are invited to
come forward for a blessing. Grape juice is available on the side tables and
wine will be poured from the chalice. Gluten-free wafers are also available.

Thank you for worshiping with us today—we are glad you are here.
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GOD'S STORY hif
SIUFF OUR STORYM

July 26, 2026, Ninth Sunday after Pentecost
Matthew 13:31-33, 44-52

Use this resource at home to guide your household’s daily devotions.

VA Pray: Light a candle and open your devotion time with a
= prayer.
Boundless God, your kingdom is surprising, expansive and valuable
beyond anything we could obtain. Teach us to seek it more than all
other treasures on earth, that we might come to know the abundant life
you have promised, in Jesus’ name. Amen.

_ ___‘ Read: Read the key verse from Sunday’s reading.

“Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a merchant in search of fine
peatls; on finding one pearl of great value, he went and sold all that he
had and bought it.” (Matthew 13:45-46)

Reflect: Reflect on the scripture summary.

Jesus often taught using parables. We can enter into those parables
with varying experiences of understanding. We can peek at glimpses of
what the kingdom of heaven may be like as we listen.
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Connect: Connect in conversation with others in
your household.
e What was a high point of your day? What was a low point?
e What do you think the kingdom of heaven is like? Is God’s
kingdom here on earth or up in heaven? Or both?
e For the littles: What is the most valuable thing you own? Who
is the most valuable person in your life? How are these gifts
from God?

Bless: Close your devotion with a blessing.

May God make your love valuable to others. Amen.

Do: By acting on what we learn, we make God’s word
come alive. Do the following activity this week.

Make a photo journal this week of all the things you see that are
evidence that God’s kingdom is here on earth. Post your pics.

Go Deeper: Read and reflect on the readings for

each day of the week.
Monday, Psalm 65:8-13; Genesis 30:25-306; James 3:13-18

Tuesday, Psalm 65:8-13; Genesis 30:37-43; Ephesians 6:10-18
Wednesday, Psalm 65:8-13; Genesis 46:2-47:12; Mark 4:30-34
Thursday, Psalm 17:1-7, 15; Isaiah 14:1-2; Philippians 4:10-15
Friday, Psalm 17:1-7, 15; Isaiah 41:8-10; Romans 9:6-13
Saturday, Psalm 17:1-7, 15; Genesis 31:1-21; Matthew 7:7-11
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