
 
 

ST. MARK’S LUTHERAN CHURCH 
 

6 South Second Street 
Oakland, Maryland 21550 

301-334-2668 
connect@stmarksoakland.com 

stmarksoakland.com 
 

Sunday Worship Service is at 10:00 a.m. 
Our Daily Ministers are The People of St. Mark’s 

Rev. Carrie Hoff, Pastor 
 

WELCOME 
We extend a sincere welcome to all who join us for worship. 

mailto:stmarksoakland@verizon.net
http://stmarksoakland.com/
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March 15, 2026 
Fourth Sunday in Lent 

Order of Worship 
      ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

      PRELUDE           “ Jesus Walked this Lonesome Valley ”          Hughs Livingston, Jr 
            
 

**   CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
☩ All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism. 
In the name of the Father, 
and of the ☩ Son, 
and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 
 

God of all mercy and consolation, come to the help of your people, turning us from our sin to live for 
you alone. Give us the power of your Holy Spirit that we may confess our sin, receive your 
forgiveness, and grow into the fullness of Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 
 

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 
Silence is kept for reflection. 

Most merciful God, 
we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned against you in 
thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone. We have not 
loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of 
your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may 
delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy name. 
Amen. 
 

In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his sake God forgives us 
all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the church of Christ, and by his authority, I therefore 
declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and 
of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 
 

**  SHARING OF THE PEACE 
The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
And also with you. 
 

**   OPENING HYMN                   No. 722 
“ O Christ, Your Heart, Compassionate ”  

**   GREETING  
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 
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**   KYRIE 

 
 

**   PRAYER OF THE DAY  
Let us pray. Bend your ear to our prayers, Lord Christ, and come among us. By your gracious life 
and death for us, bring light into the darkness of our hearts, and anoint us with your Spirit, for you 
live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 
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     FIRST READING: 1 Samuel 16:1-13 
1 The LORD said to Samuel, “How long will you grieve over Saul? I have rejected him from being 
king over Israel. Fill your horn with oil and set out; I will send you to Jesse the Bethlehemite, for 
I have provided for myself a king among his sons.” 2 Samuel said, “How can I go? If Saul hears 
of it, he will kill me.” And the LORD said, “Take a heifer with you and say, ‘I have come to 
sacrifice to the LORD.’ 3 Invite Jesse to the sacrifice, and I will show you what you shall do, and 
you shall anoint for me the one whom I name to you.” 4 Samuel did what the LORD commanded 
and came to Bethlehem. The elders of the city came to meet him trembling and said, “Do you 
come peaceably?” 5 He said, “Peaceably. I have come to sacrifice to the LORD; sanctify 
yourselves and come with me to the sacrifice.” And he sanctified Jesse and his sons and invited 
them to the sacrifice. 6 When they came, he looked on Eliab and thought, “Surely his anointed is 
now before the LORD.” 7 But the LORD said to Samuel, “Do not look on his appearance or on the 
height of his stature, because I have rejected him, for the LORD does not see as mortals see; they 
look on the outward appearance, but the LORD looks on the heart.” 8 Then Jesse called Abinadab 
and made him pass before Samuel. He said, “Neither has the LORD chosen this one.” 9 Then Jesse 
made Shammah pass by. And he said, “Neither has the LORD chosen this one.” 10 Jesse made 
seven of his sons pass before Samuel, and Samuel said to Jesse, “The LORD has not chosen any of 
these.” 11 Samuel said to Jesse, “Are all your sons here?” And he said, “There remains yet the 
youngest, but he is keeping the sheep.” And Samuel said to Jesse, “Send and bring him, for we 
will not sit down until he comes here.” 12 He sent and brought him in. Now he was ruddy and had 
beautiful eyes and was handsome. The LORD said, “Rise and anoint him, for this is the one.” 
13 Then Samuel took the horn of oil and anointed him in the presence of his brothers, and the spirit 
of the LORD came mightily upon David from that day forward. Samuel then set out and went to 
Ramah. 
 

      PSALM: Psalm 23 
 

We will read the Psalm responsively, starting with the refrain and repeat where indicated.  
 

Refrain: You anoint my head with oil. (Ps. 23:5) 
 1 The LORD is my shepherd; 
  I shall not be in want. 
 2 The LORD makes me lie down in green pastures 
  and leads me beside still waters. 
 3 You restore my soul, O LORD, 
  and guide me along right pathways for your name’s sake. 
 4 Though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I shall fear no evil; 
  for you are with me; your rod and your staff, they comfort me. R 
 5 You prepare a table before me in the presence of my enemies; 
  you anoint my head with oil, and my cup is running over. 
 6 Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life, 
  and I will dwell in the house of the LORD forever. R 
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         SECOND READING: Ephesians 5:8-14 
 

8 Once you were darkness, but now in the Lord you are light. Walk as children of light, 
9 for the fruit of the light is found in all that is good and right and true. 10 Try to find out 
what is pleasing to the Lord. 11 Take no part in the unfruitful works of darkness; rather, 
expose them. 12 For it is shameful even to mention what such people do secretly, 13 but 
everything exposed by the light becomes visible, 14 for everything that becomes visible is 
light. Therefore it says,  
 “Sleeper, awake! 
  Rise from the dead, 
 and Christ will shine on you.” 
 

**   GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 

 
      GOSPEL: John 9:1-41    (Please be seated) 
The Holy Gospel according to John. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

1 As [Jesus] walked along, he saw a man blind from birth. 2 His disciples asked him, “Rabbi, who 
sinned, this man or his parents, that he was born blind?” 3 Jesus answered, “Neither this man nor 
his parents sinned; he was born blind so that God’s works might be revealed in him. 4 We must 
work the works of him who sent me while it is day; night is coming, when no one can work. 5 As 
long as I am in the world, I am the light of the world.” 6 When he had said this, he spat on the 
ground and made mud with the saliva and spread the mud on the man’s eyes, 7 saying to him, 
“Go, wash in the pool of Siloam” (which means Sent). Then he went and washed and came back 
able to see. 8 The neighbors and those who had seen him before as a beggar began to ask, “Is this 
not the man who used to sit and beg?” 9 Some were saying, “It is he.” Others were saying, “No, 
but it is someone like him.” He kept saying, “I am he.” 10 But they kept asking him, “Then how 
were your eyes opened?” 11 He answered, “The man called Jesus made mud, spread it on my eyes, 
and said to me, ‘Go to Siloam and wash.’ Then I went and washed and received my sight.” 
12 They said to him, “Where is he?” He said, “I do not know.” 
  13 They brought to the Pharisees the man who had formerly been blind. 14 Now it was a 
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Sabbath day when Jesus made the mud and opened his eyes. 15 Then the Pharisees also began to 
ask him how he had received his sight. He said to them, “He put mud on my eyes. Then I washed, 
and now I see.” 16 Some of the Pharisees said, “This man is not from God, for he does not observe 
the Sabbath.” Others said, “How can a man who is a sinner perform such signs?” And they were 
divided. 17 So they said again to the blind man, “What do you say about him? It was your eyes he 
opened.” He said, “He is a prophet.” 
  18 The Jews did not believe that he had been blind and had received his sight until they called 
the parents of the man who had received his sight 19 and asked them, “Is this your son, who you 
say was born blind? How then does he now see?” 20 His parents answered, “We know that this is 
our son and that he was born blind, 21 but we do not know how it is that now he sees, nor do we 
know who opened his eyes. Ask him; he is of age. He will speak for himself.” 22 His parents said 
this because they were afraid of the Jews, for the Jews had already agreed that anyone who 
confessed Jesus to be the Messiah would be put out of the synagogue. 23 Therefore his parents 
said, “He is of age; ask him.” 
  24 So for the second time they called the man who had been blind, and they said to him, “Give 
glory to God! We know that this man is a sinner.” 25 He answered, “I do not know whether he is a 
sinner. One thing I do know, that though I was blind, now I see.” 26 They said to him, “What did 
he do to you? How did he open your eyes?” 27 He answered them, “I have told you already, and 
you would not listen. Why do you want to hear it again? Do you also want to become his 
disciples?” 28 Then they reviled him, saying, “You are his disciple, but we are disciples of Moses. 
29 We know that God has spoken to Moses, but as for this man, we do not know where he comes 
from.” 30 The man answered, “Here is an astonishing thing! You do not know where he comes 
from, yet he opened my eyes. 31 We know that God does not listen to sinners, but he does listen to 
one who worships him and obeys his will. 32 Never since the world began has it been heard that 
anyone opened the eyes of a person born blind. 33 If this man were not from God, he could do 
nothing.” 34 They answered him, “You were born entirely in sins, and are you trying to teach us?” 
And they drove him out. 
  35 Jesus heard that they had driven him out, and when he found him he said, “Do you believe in 
the Son of Man?” 36 He answered, “And who is he, sir? Tell me, so that I may believe in him.” 
37 Jesus said to him, “You have seen him, and the one speaking with you is he.” 38 He said, “Lord, 
I believe.” And he worshiped him. 39 Jesus said, “I came into this world for judgment, so that 
those who do not see may see and those who do see may become blind.” 40 Some of the Pharisees 
who were with him heard this and said to him, “Surely we are not blind, are we?” 41 Jesus said to 
them, “If you were blind, you would not have sin. But now that you say, ‘We see,’ your sin 
remains.” 
 

The Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 
SERMON                 Pastor Carrie Hoff 
 

**   HYMN OF THE DAY                 No. 779 
“ Amazing Grace, How Sweet the Sound ” 
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**   APOSTLES CREED  
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead.* 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 

   

     PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION   (Please be seated) 
Reconciled by God’s mercy and sustained by God’s presence, let us pray for the world and its needs. 

A brief silence. 
God, our shepherd, we pray that you guide the church. Lead Christians in our community and 
across the globe in right paths for your name’s sake. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
God our provider, we cry out for this planet and the life it holds. Rescue endangered animals and 
plants, preserve threatened ecosystems, and save creatures from natural disasters. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
God our sovereign, we plead for your peace on earth. Bring an end to war and violence, and raise 
up leaders in governments, courts, businesses, schools, and community organizations who seek 
goodness and mercy. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
God our healer, we call to you in our need. Uplift all who are made to feel unimportant, and 
transform the hearts of all infected by bigotry and prejudice. Care for all in special need this day 
(especially). Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
God our friend, we praise you for the diversity of people among us. Awaken us to share and 
receive the gifts we each possess, and stir up a spirit of understanding, celebration, and welcome 
for all. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 

Here other intercessions may be offered. 
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God our home, we thank you for all who have died and completed their baptismal journeys. Grant 
us faith to live until we too dwell in your house forever. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
Receive our prayers, O God, through Jesus Christ, our strength and salvation. 
Amen. 
 

OFFERING 
 

CHOIR ANTHEM   “ Lead Me To Calvary ”     
       

**   OFFERTORY HYMN                 No. 803 
“ When I Survey the Wondrous Cross ”  vs. 4 

** OFFERING PRAYER 
Let us pray. Blessed are you, O God, maker of all things. Through your goodness you have blessed 
us with these gifts: our selves, our time, and our possessions. Use us, and what we have gathered, 
in feeding the world with your love, through the one who gave himself for us, Jesus Christ, our 
Savior and Lord. Amen. 
 

**  LORD’S PRAYER  
Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray. 
 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those 
who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever. Amen. 

 
 

**    BLESSING        
Receive the blessing of the holy Trinity: God, who calls all things into existence, Jesus Christ, 
who redeems us, and the Holy Spirit, whose breath sustains creation, ☩ bless you now and 
always. Amen. 
 

**   CLOSING HYMN                 No. 324 
“ In the Cross of Christ I Glory ” 

**   DISMISSAL  
Go in peace. Believe the good news. 
Thanks be to God. We WILL! 
 

      POSTLUDE       “ Postlude ”  Lionel Lackey 
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Prayer Requests            
 

Illness: Emelee DeWitt, Helen Ferrell, Valerie Minor, Viola, Josh Wilhelm, Kathy, 
Tom Bittinger,  Dorothee Bittinger, Peter, Jerry Gank, Robert Hodges, Ava, Abe, Debbie, 
Connie Leary, Emily, Dennis Wilhelm, Marie, Joyce Chaney, Debbie, Bill & Diana 
Bachtel, Sig Blamble, Norma, Joe, Kimmie 
 

Special Needs: Chase, Jeremy Lewis, Bil McGahn, Debra Lohman, Michael,  
Family of Becky Preston, Christine Chaney, Autumn and Jordan, Bravo, Mary 
  

Upcoming Events 
 

Sunday, March 15  Worship & Music Team Meeting after worship 
Prayer Shawl Ministry meeting after worship 

 
Sunday, March 29  Palm Sunday 

 
Thursday, April 2  Maundy Thursday 

 
Friday, April 3  Holy Friday 

 
Sunday, April  5  Easter Sunday 
 

Special Offering: 

St. Mark’s Memorial Garden Maintenance & Paver Orders 

This month, we are collecting donations to support the annual maintenance of the 
Memorial Garden. Your generous contributions help us preserve this sacred space as a 

place of remembrance, reflection, and peace for our church family. 
 

We are also opening paver orders for the Memorial Garden walkway. If you have a loved 
one that you would like to be remembered with a commemorative paver, please complete 

an order form available in the narthex and place it in the offering plate. 
 

Thank you for helping us care for and grow this meaningful ministry. 
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March 15, 2026, Fourth Sunday in Lent 
John 9:1-41 
Use this resource at home to guide your household’s daily devotions. 

 

 
Pray: Light a candle and open your devotion time with a 
prayer. 

Healing God, you exalt the humble and confound the righteous. Open 
our eyes to your truth, and wash away all that obscures our vision. In 
the name of Jesus. Amen. 
 

 Read: Read the key verse from Sunday’s reading. 
As he walked along, he saw a man blind from birth. His disciples 
asked him, “Rabbi, who sinned, this man or his parents, that he was 
born blind?” Jesus answered, “Neither this man nor his parents 
sinned; he was born blind so that God’s works might be revealed in 
him.” (John 9:1-3) 
 

 Reflect: Reflect on the scripture summary. 
This man Jesus has some nerve: claiming authority to heal a blind 
man, and on the Sabbath, no less! The Pharisees won’t see past their 
own legalistic view and behold the true miracle. Who, now is the one 
truly blind? 
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Connect: Connect in conversation with others in 
your household.  

• What was a high point of your day? What was a low point? 
• Are there people today who are still blamed for their 

misfortune (poverty, addiction, homelessness, mental illness)? 
How might we become instruments of understanding and 
acceptance for them? 

• For the littles: What do you think it felt like to grow up blind, 
and then suddenly be able to see? What was the most beautiful 
thing you’ve ever seen? 

 

 Bless: Close your devotion with a blessing. 

May God bless you with sight and insight. Amen. 

 

 
Do: By acting on what we learn, we make God’s word 
come alive. Do the following activity this week. 

Go to the darkest place in your home. (Maybe a bathroom with no 
windows or a closet at night.) Sit for a few minutes in total 
blackness. What do you hear? What do you feel? How does the 
experience help you “see” in new ways? 
 

 
Go Deeper:  Read and reflect on the readings for 
each day of the week. 

Monday, Psalm 146; Isaiah 59:9-19; Acts 9:1-20 
Tuesday, Psalm 146; Isaiah 42:14-21; Colossians 1:9-14 
Wednesday, Psalm 146; Isaiah 60:17-22; Matthew 9:27-34 
Thursday, Psalm 130; Ezekiel 1:1-3, 2:8-3:3; Revelation 10:1-11 
Friday, Psalm 130; Ezekiel 33:10-16; Revelation 11:15-19 
Saturday, Psalm 130; Ezekiel 36:8-15; Luke 24:44-53 
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Welcome to St. Mark’s Lutheran Church 
 

We are so glad you are worshiping with us this morning. Here are a few things to help you 
feel comfortable in our space and more fully participate in worship. If you have questions at 
any time, our ushers will be happy to help.  
Restrooms 

• A first-floor restroom is available. Facing the pulpit, use the door to the left, enter the 
church office, and the restroom is located on the right. 

• Restrooms and water fountains are also available downstairs. From the back of the 
sanctuary (narthex), take the steps downstairs, turn right into Fellowship Hall, 
restrooms are on the right and the water fountain is on the left. 

Accessibility & Comfort 
• Our bulletins contain the order of worship so you can easily follow along. You are 

invited to participate in the liturgy in areas indicated in bold and hymns can be found 
in the red hymnal. 

• If standing during worship is uncomfortable, please feel free to remain seated. 
• Hearing assistance devices and large-print bulletins are available—please ask an 

usher. 
Visitors 

• If you are visiting, we invite you to sign the guest registry located on the stand near the 
front doors or fill out a visitor envelope found in the pew rack in front of you and 
place it in the offering plate. 

• If you or someone you know is in need of an extra prayer, please fill out a card in the 
pew back in front of you, and an usher will be by during the prelude to collect it. 

Children 
• Children’s worship bags are available in the narthex. You are welcome to pick one up 

for your child(ren). 
Electronics 

• Please silence or turn off cell phones and electronic devices so that all may focus on 
worship. 

Holy Communion 
• If Holy Communion is celebrated today, please know that all are welcome at 

the Lord’s table. Those who prefer not to receive communion are invited to 
come forward for a blessing. Grape juice is available on the side tables and 
wine will be poured from the chalice. Gluten-free wafers are also available. 

                
Thank you for worshiping with us today—we are glad you are here. 
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St. Mark’s Mission Statement 
“United in Christ, Sharing his Good News, 
we invite all people to grow in God’s love.” 

 

Church Calendar March 15, 2026 – March 22, 2026 
 

Today        -     Adult Forum 
- Worship Service at 10:00 a.m. 

 

Tuesday -     Yoga at 4:30 p.m.  
 

Wednesday -     Bell Choir at 6:30 p.m 
- Chancel Choir at 7:30 p.m. 
 

Thursday  -     Church Council Meeting at 5:00 p.m. 
 

    Next Sunday  -     Worship Service at 10:00 a.m. 
 
 

 
   Serving Today 

Acolyte:              Taylor Kitzmiller-Bosley 
Lector:                 Stephanie Berger 
Gospel Readers:        Pastor Carrie & Don Sincell 
Organist:            Sean Beachy 
Co-Directors of Music:        Sean & Debi Beachy 
Recorder:                    Nicole Bosley 
Safe Keeper:          Beverly Barb 
Ushers:            Terry Savage, Capt. 
            Carol Savage, Paul LeDuc, Donna Swift 
 

Pastor Carrie can be reached by email at pastorcarrie@stmarksoakland.com or 
phone 443-974-1738 for any pastoral needs or concerns. 

 
 

mailto:pastorcarrie@stmarksoakland.com

